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artillery to compel them to draw off. Their persistence in hanging
daily oif this port indicates that they are not sure whether the New
Spain fleet is inside the bay or not. I am certain that to this date
they do not know because to the present they have not captured
any vessel out of this island or any person from whom to learn the
facts, so effectively have I (p. 2) closed all the ports on this coast to
the enemy. We fear little from them although they keep us busy.
As often as they appeared just so often did I summon my people to
their stations where defence is to be offered.
In addition to fourteen ships on watch at the entrance to this port,
off Cape San Antonio there are three ships and two pinnaces. These
remain there, day and night, and every three days three others and
a pinnace come up to them from the direction of the Sonda de las
Tortugas arid then return thither.
The total number of large ships which have been seen so far is
nineteen with four pinnaces. These ships are not less than 200 tons
or over 300. I have not been able to learn who is in command. I
suspect that it is a foregathering of thieves, for among these fourteen
vessels are three flagships and a vice-admiral. They are racebuilt
ships with large crews but wretched artillery. Twice now that the
galleys have fought them my artillery has over-reached their ships
while their shots fell short by half the distance. They keep so to-
gether that I have not been able to catch a single vessel alone. In
this they are much aided by the fact that there has not been one
hour of calm weather, only very fresh winds which enable them to
laugh at the galleys. I consider that the galleys here are of little
service and heavy expense and so I make no use of them except to
guard the port... (p. 3) ...
... Havana, August 16, 1592.
After this was written, that very date, eleven English sail appeared
off the port, as usual; and they remained there, tacking back and
forth, until today, August 21. If they do not return I will send this
advice-boat on its way tonight.
Juan de Texeda (Rubric),
.., Received October 21. (p. 4)